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nation is a bundle of nerves, and a female race not a male race like the Anglo-Saxons
and Teutons. The underlying idea of their policy is that of the revanche, but
they are unable to obtain it of themselves. It was for this reason that they had made
an alliance with Russia and later an entente with England, but that they are dis-
appointed with the latter as not coming up to their expectations, since they have
realised, as he himself had done, the intense desire of England for peace. He expressed
his conviction that the French people, apart from the Nationalists and followers of
M. Delcass6, are equally desirous of peace, and that this is a great safeguard for the
future. . . .

The Emperor complained that English Secretaries of State never visited Berlin,
and that it was desirable that they and Germans of note should know each other, also
that people of London society seldom come to Germany although they frequented
greatly Paris and Rome. I could hardly tell his Majesty that the attractions of Berlin
compare unfavourably with those of Paris and Rome, but I mentioned the fact that
Mr Brodrick had been to Berlin two or three years ago and that Mr Haldane proposed
to visit Berlin very shortly. The Emperor expressed great pleasure at the prospect
of Mr Haldane's visit, remarking that the King had spoken of him as one of the
cleverest men in England.1

In August 1908 the King with Sir Charles Hardinge, again visited the Kaiser
at Cronberg. Grey, who did not accompany the King, gave him a memorandum
on the naval question for discussion with the Kaiser, but the King found
that it was inopportune ; nothing could be done at this time.

The Reval (now called Talinn) meeting was made the year after the inception
of the Anglo-Russian Entente of 1907. King Edward VII. and Queen Alexandra
with a splendid suite (not, however, including the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs) arrived in the Royal yacht at Reval on gth June 1908. In their company
were Admiral Sir John Fisher, General Sir John French, Sir Arthur Nicolson
(Ambassador at St Petersburg), and Sir Charles Hardinge. The Tsar Nicholas II.
and the Tsarina, with the Russian Premier, Stolypin, and the Russian Foreign
Minister, Isvolsky, were there for the meeting. When the visit was over,
Sir Charles Hardinge reported to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs:

The Emperor repeatedly expressed his great satisfaction at the visit of the King
and Queen, which, he said, sealed and confirmed the intention and spirit of the Anglo-
Russian Agreement, and he expressed his profound conviction that the friendly senti-
ments which now prevail between the two governments could only mature and grow
stronger with the progress of time to the mutual advantage of both countries. There
might be occasional divergence of views in small matters, but the identity of the -
national interests of England and Russia in Europe and Asia would far outweigh any
possible results from such trivial differences of opinion, A glance at the Russian
press of all shades and opinions showed conclusively how extremely popular through-
out Russia the King's visit had become, and how it was welcomed as the visible sign
of a new era in Anglo-Russian relations. On my expressing my surprise that such

1 British Documents on the Origins of the War. iii. pp. 368-69.
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